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regulations. It was in 1852 that Fortoul could com-
placently consult his watch and exclaim : " At this hour,
in all France, boys are working through a Latin version! " *
This is the age of time-tables, marks, registers, and
statistics, when the pupil's daily progress must be tabulated
and sent to headquarters, so much so that one exasperated
pedagogue is credited with an entry for the six days of one
week: "Des progres incessants, extraordinaires, inouis,
incroyables, stupefiants, renversants !"2
The first primary training colleges were established by
the Government in 1879, when each different department
had to provide one, while higher normal schools were
also established in various places.
State secondary schools for girls were founded only in
1880, fifteen years after Mother Barat's death. These
schools resembled the boys* lycees in organisation, adminis-
tration, inspection, and the appointment of teachers,
though there was, from the first, a difference in the studies
and in the diploma given, which was easier than the
bactalaureat? The teachers for these establishments were
trained in the normal school of Sevres. Obviously this
late development of State schools for girls left much scope
for private enterprise, while it also fostered a habit of
independent and sometimes isolated activity which had its
drawbacks and its advantages.
It must be remembered that Mother Barat in early years
1 Qted by Georges ^i^Tfatom &?*E^gpment setondaire entrance, 1802-1920,
p. 140-                                                              * I&&, p. 142*
* The State schools for girls still have a definitely feminine programme, for tbe
mistresses bold the "Licence de Sevres, originally planned on feminine lines.
By a sttaoge anomaly, however, the Catholic schools have to adopt the boys*
programme, as, owing to sectarian spirit, they cannot hope to get a candidate
accepted at Sevres, and are thus obliged to take the baccdaurcat externally under the
saine condition as boys. This is what is done, for instance, at "rUnivershelibrede
Jeoaes Hlies/* conducted by Madame Daruelou in Paris.